A Note About The Author’s 

Use Of Quotation Marks
The American rule regarding the use of quotation marks is to place the ending quotation mark outside of any punctuation mark (such as a period or a comma) in all cases. The British rule, by contrast, places the ending quotation mark outside of any punctuation mark only if the punctuation mark constitutes part of what is actually being quoted. And in contrast to the American rule, the British rule places the ending quotation mark inside of the punctuation mark if the punctuation mark is not part of what is being quoted. The following illustrates the difference between the two rules, as well as when they follow the same pattern:

American rule:

He was looking for someone with “the right stuff.”

British rule:

He was looking for someone with “the right stuff”.

American or British rule:

I said to him, “Please let me know when you get back.”

This author believes that it makes more sense to place the ending quotation mark outside of the punctuation mark only if the quotation mark is part of what is being quoted. Accordingly, this author shall generally follow the British rule. (However, this author may sometimes follow the American rule if the author is not sure whether the reader is aware that there are two rules of punctuation on this point.)

