Study Guide For State Nullification Of Obamacare: A Response To The New England Journal Of Medicine

Suggested Essay Points And Topics For Students 

On Nullification
Part Six

TEACHERS’ VERSION
1.)
Inform the reader of what the phrase “all men are created equal” was made in response to in the Declaration of Independence.

Summary Discussion:
The phrase “all men are created equal” was made in the Declaration of Independence in response to the supposed “divine right of kings”.

See, Part Six, Section III.B.4, pp. 1-2.

2.)
Inform the reader of how it is that the supposed divine right of kings runs squarely contrary to Biblical principles.
Summary Discussion:
The Lord used His prophet Samuel to try to get the ancient Israelites to understand that God did not want His people to have a king, and why even having a king was such a bad idea in the first place. Also, the idea of the divine right of kings, being based on the idea that some people are superior in a moral sense than others simply by virtue of their birth, runs squarely contrary to the Law of Moses.

See, Part Six, Section III.B.4, pp. 2-3.

3.)
Inform the reader of what the Declaration of Independence states is the source of government authority.
Summary Discussion:
Immediately after saying that all men are created equal, the Declaration of Independence says, “---that to secure these Rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just Powers from the Consent of the Governed.”

See, Part Six, Section III.B.4, pg. 3.

4.)
Inform the reader of what the Declaration of Independence says “the Governed” have the right to do any time Government becomes destructive of the Ends of securing the rights to Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.
Summary Discussion:
The Declaration of Independence goes on to say, “… that whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these Ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or abolish it, and to institute a new Government, laying its Foundation on such Principles, and organizing its Powers in such Form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.”

See, Part Six, Section III.B.4, pg. 3.

5.)
Inform the reader of the nature of the colonists’ list of grievances against King George III which they stated in the Declaration of Independence.
Summary Discussion:
The colonists stated a long list of grievances against King George III, most of which pertained to his interference with their colonial legislatures and the individual rights of the colonists.

See, Part Six, Section III.B.4, pp. 3-5.

6.)
Inform the reader of what the Declaration of Independence means when it says that the Legislative Powers are incapable of Annihilation, and that if legislatures are abolished, that the Legislative Powers return to the People at large.
Summary Discussion:
The idea that the Legislative Powers are incapable of Annihilation, and that they return to the People at large for their exercise if legislatures are abolished, is based on the idea that government authority springs from the People, and that therefore the king does not even have the capability of abolishing the Legislative Powers even if he wants to. This idea is thus squarely contrary to the foundation of the supposed divine right of kings, which holds that government authority comes from the king down to the people, and that the king has the capability of abolishing the Legislative Powers if he wants to do so.

See, Part Six, Section III.B.4, pp. 4, 6.

7.)
Inform the reader of the historical precedents in colonial America for the statement that the Legislative Powers are incapable of Annihilation, and that if legislatures do not exist, that the Legislative Powers return to the People.
Summary Discussion:
The Mayflower Compact and the Fundamental Orders of Connecticut are precedents for the idea that the Legislative Powers are incapable of Annihilation, and that if legislatures do not exist, that the Legislative Powers return to the People.

See, Part Six, Section III.B.4, pp. 5-6.

8.)
Inform the reader of how the contrasting world views of the American colonists and King George III (i.e., “all men are created equal” vs. the divine right of kings) form the basis of the conflict between the colonists and the British crown.
Summary Discussion:
In treating the American colonists the way he did, King George III was simply acting out his belief in the divine right of kings to the crossing of a “t” and the dotting of an “i”. The American colonists, in responding the way they did to such behavior from King George, were acting out their belief in the idea that all men are created equal, that government derives its just powers from the consent of the Governed, and that it is the Duty of men to throw off such Government. Furthermore, King George III relied on his own strength to accomplish his will. The colonists, by contrast, stated their “… firm Reliance on the Protection of the divine Providence.”
See, Part Six, Section III.B.4, pg. 7.

9.)
Inform the reader of what Revolutionary War pamphleteer Thomas Paine said about King George III’s claim to having unlimited power over the colonists.
Summary Discussion:
Thomas Paine said that the claim to having unlimited power was impious, for only God can have such power.

See, Part Six, Section III.B.4, pg. 7.

10.)
Inform the reader of the contrast between the nature of Liberty as it is used in the Declaration of Independence as opposed to the nature of Liberty as it is thought of today.
Summary Discussion:
The Declaration of Independence says that there is a Duty to throw off oppressive Government, whereas today’s convention wisdom uses the term “Liberty” in a strictly selfish sense. The fact that there could be a Duty to throw off such Government can only make sense in a context in which it is assumed that there is a God to whom one is accountable, because one can always waive one’s own Rights. It would be nonsense to say that, in the absence of a God to whom one is accountable, that one could have a Duty strictly to one’s self.

See, Part Six, Section III.B.4, pp. 7-8.

11.)
Inform the reader of the Scriptural basis for the position that tyranny is something for which God never ordains government.
Summary Discussion:
See, Romans 13:3-4.

See, Part Six, Section III.B.4, pg. 8.

12.)
Inform the reader of how Limited Nullification seeks to affect government to a far more limited extent than the colonists did in throwing off the reign of King George III.
Summary Discussion:
Limited Nullification only seeks to add the input of the Governed to the debate over the constitutionality of federal laws, subject to review by the federal judiciary. The American colonists, by contrast, completely threw off the reign of King George III in response to his tyrannical actions.

See, Part Six, Section III.B.4, pg. 8.

13.)
Inform the reader of what we as a people have forgotten about the significance of the Magna Carta.
Summary Discussion:
Schools today do not teach that in the Magna Carta, it was the barons themselves, not the king or his courts, which would determine whether the king had violated the Magna Carta, and that therefore the barons would have the right to take up arms against the king.

See, Part Six, Section IV.A, pg. 9.

14.)
Inform the reader of what we as a people have forgotten about the significance of the Mayflower Compact.
Summary Discussion:
Schools today do not teach that the signers of the Mayflower Compact had to break with the past and take the position that in order for legitimate, lawful government to exist, the authorization to form that government did not have to come from the King.

See, Part Six, Section IV.A, pg. 9.

15.)
Inform the reader of what we as a people have forgotten about the significance of the Fundamental Orders of Connecticut.
Summary Discussion:
Schools today do not even mention the Fundamental Orders of Connecticut, let alone the fact that those who drafted and signed it took the position that in order for legitimate, lawful government to exist, the charter creating a government did not even have to make reference to any earthly authority for the government’s legitimacy and authority.

See, Part Six, Section IV.A, pg. 9.

16.)
Inform the reader of what we as a people have forgotten about the significance of the method for ratifying the Constitution.
Summary Discussion:
Schools today do not teach that the Founding Fathers provided in the original Articles of the Constitution that the ratification of the Constitution by a state would come about not by a vote of the legislature of the state, but only by the vote of a convention of the people’s representatives, which would be called to consider the single question of whether the Constitution should be ratified.

See, Part Six, Section IV.A., pg. 9.

17.)
Inform the reader of what the Scripture says in Hosea 4:6 will destroy God’s people.
Summary Discussion:
Hosea 4:6 says that a lack of knowledge---specifically, a lack of the knowledge of God---will destroy God’s people.

See, Part Six, Section IV.B., pp. 9-10.

18.)
Inform the reader of what other types of lack of knowledge can harm or kill.
Summary Discussion:
A lack of knowledge that a fire has started in your home while you are sleeping can kill. And a lack of knowledge of the limits of government authority, and the nature of the Constitution, can result in a loss of Liberty.

See, Part Six, Section IV.B., pp. 9-10.

19.)
Inform the reader of why God instructed the children of Israel to place stones along the bank of the Jordan River when they crossed into the Promised Land.
Summary Discussion:
God wanted the children of Israel to remember their history; specifically, He wanted them to remember how He had miraculously brought them across the Jordan River into the Promised Land.

See, Part Six, Section IV.B., pg. 10; see also, Joshua 4:1-13.

20.)
Inform the reader of how well the children of Israel remembered their history and of all God had done for them, and what the result of this was.
Summary Discussion:
They quickly forgot their history and all that God had done for them, and they suffered the consequences thereof.

See, Part Six, Section IV.B., pg. 10; see also, Judges 2:10-15.

21.)
Inform the reader of the mortality rate of those who came over on the Mayflower during their first months, and first year, in their new colony, and the diseases they suffered from during that first year.
Summary Discussion:
Six of those who came over on the Mayflower died in December of 1620, and eight more died the following month. Of the 102 Pilgrims who arrived on the Mayflower, forty-nine of them died in the first year, mostly due to the harsh conditions, including 14 of the original 18 adult women. They also suffered from diseases which apparently included tuberculosis, scurvy, and pneumonia.

See, Part Six, Section IV.C, pp. 10-12.

22.)
Inform the reader of why the Pilgrims chose to stay in their new colony rather than sail back to Europe.
Summary Discussion:
Back in England they would be persecuted for their religion. Back in Holland they would lose their way of life, and their children would not follow the Gospel. And by going back to either place, they would lose the government which they had formed of their own choosing under the Mayflower Compact. Furthermore, before coming over to America, they had committed themselves to making the voyage so that they could at least start to lay a foundation for others who would come after them, and so that they themselves could at least be stepping stones in the work of bringing the Gospel of Christ into what was, at the time, an extremely remote part of the world.

See, Part Six, Section IV.C, pp. 11-12.

23.)
Inform the reader as to whether you think that people in America today (whether people generally, or Christians specifically) would do as the Pilgrims did in deciding to remain and face the harsh conditions there, and preserve their Liberty and freedom of worship, rather than return to the comfort and safety of Europe.
Summary Discussion:
Someone may try to come up with an argument to show that people in America today would indeed face the same dangers and hardships as the Pilgrims faced in order to preserve their Liberty and freedom of worship, but it had better be a doozy.

See, Part Six, Section IV.C, pp. 10-12.

24.)
Inform the reader of the solemn admonition on the tombstone of Pilgrim leader William Bradford, and what this means for us today in terms of the debate on Nullification.
Summary Discussion:
Bradford’s tombstone reads: qua patres difficillime adepti sunt nolite turpiter relinquere (“What our forefathers with so much difficulty secured, do not basely relinquish.”) After all that our forefathers went through to give us our form of government, it would be tragic if we basely relinquished our Liberty, and our rightful place in American government as the authors and the source of government authority, and if we left all of the decisions about government in the hands of those who are appointed to minister in government for the sovereigns---i.e., We the People---rather than over the sovereigns.

See, Part Six, Section IV.C, pg. 13.

25.)
Inform the reader of how accepting Nullification as a legitimate exercise in self-government can help us return to an understanding of who and what we are.
Summary Discussion:
A debate among “We the People” as to whether any given federal law is constitutional or not can help us rediscover our role as the authors and true source of government authority, and can serve to remind us that those who hold government office do so for the purpose of ministering for the sovereigns---i.e., “We the People”---rather than for the purpose of ministering over the sovereigns.
See, Part Six, Section IV.D., pg. 13.
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